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Dear students and families: 
 
I trust that you are well and enjoying the warm weather that has finally arrived.  I am 
very pleased to share with you that as of today we have completed all MCAS testing for 
the school year.  I was impressed with the effort and commitment that all our students 
demonstrated during the testing sessions, and I am hoping that this will translate into 
good scores for all students.  Having completed the MCAS testing season, students and 
teachers will now focus their attention on covering the remainder of the curriculum for 
the year and end-of-year activities for each team. Information about each team’s end-
of-year activities will be shared with families as soon as they are available in mid-June.  
For our 8th graders who will be soon moving on to High School, the following activities 
have been scheduled: 
 
 Class Trip-June 19th Canobie Lake Park 
 Moving On and Awards Ceremony-June 22nd at 9:00, Fuller Gymnasium 
 Class Dinner and Dance-June 22nd at 6:30, Marian High School 
 
I want to encourage all eighth grade families to review, sign, and return the “Eighth 
Grade Expectations Form” as soon as possible so that your child is eligible to participate 
in all activities. 
 
This past month several of our students and staff were involved in activities 
representing Fuller.  I congratulate Mr. Kalivas and the Drama Club students for their 
award winning performance at the METGG held at Lynnfield Middle School. I want to 
express my appreciation to Ms. Gelardi and our volunteers Ms. White, Ms. Schneider, 
and Mr. Najarian. I would also like to congratulate our student runners who represented 
us at the Boston Marathon relays; Mrs. Gallagher and the Interact Club students for 
their service during Framingham Community Day; Mr. Evrard and the Show Choir who 
won the Gold Medal at the Great East Festival; and all others who so proudly 
represented the Fuller Falcons in our community and beyond. 
 
Lastly, I want to invite all families to join us on June 6th at 6:30 for the all school end of 
the year picnic.  This is an excellent opportunity to get to know one another better and 
celebrate our successes this year. 
 
I thank you for your continued support and collaboration. 
  
José P. Duarte 
Principal 
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RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

FALCON ACHIEVEMENTS 

APRIL FALCONS OF THE MONTH 
Alex Donaruma, Dexter Noggle, Angelica Famania, Sasha DeLeon, Samir Hernandez, 
Josiah Rivas, Mylena Ferreira, Anita Unseethaharuthai, Frank Faranda, Clara Noggle,  
Ryan Crotty, Nicot Tisme, Jennifer DaSilva 



RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

6TH GRADE 

3 

We think Spring has finally arrived! This is the 6th graders last semester and progress reports 
were sent home May 17, 2018. These reports give you an insight on how they are doing this 
semester. Students are encouraged to check in with their teachers with any concerns 
regarding their grades.  
 
In science, students are diving into the new physical science standards, which include topics 
such as density, mixtures, chemical reactions and waves. The content is coming fast and 
furious so the expectation going forward is self-advocacy. This will be a huge skill going 
forward for their success in middle school and beyond. Many of the students have the same 
questions but haven’t developed the courage to raise their hands in class. Therefore, it is 
imperative that they develop those skills before they move to seventh grade. 
 
In ELA the students just finished their MCAS testing and are feeling a great weight lifted from 
their shoulders. However, the curriculum continues on with the reading of Roll of Thunder, 
Hear My Cry and the start of a Civil Rights research paper.  On the Lime team, mid-term 
progress reports went home as a check-in, so please be sure to ask your child about their 
grades! 
 
Math students just finished up their geometry unit by calculating area of triangles and 
parallelograms through decomposition. They are now in their statistics unit studying mean, 
median, and mode.  
 
On Lime Team,  Ms. Gelardi’s geography class is working on a European Postcard project. The 
postcard project packet went home the week of April 23rd. The due dates, details and project 
description are all in the packet. This project is a big part of the 3rd Trimester grade. Students 
are welcome to stay after and work on the project with me. Mr. Zieky’s students have started 
their unit on world religions. We will explore the origins of belief systems by comparing the 
three major monotheistic religions as well as learning about traditional eastern religions.  



7th GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

In Social Studies, we have started our unit on Ancient Rome, where students will discuss how 
Rome was developed through both mythical and historical documents. Students will learn 
that Rome’s geographical location helped Rome flourish into the grand empire it became. We 
will learn about good and bad emperors, the Punic Wars, and Rome's five characteristics of 
civilization (government, religion, writing, art/architecture, and jobs/social class). Students 
will also be actively engaged in a STEAM project this spring! They will be asked to re-create 
Roman engineering projects like aqueducts and Roman roads. We are looking to collect a 
multitude of recycled materials including: popsicle sticks, plastic cups, foil, straws, duct tape, 
shoebox, marble, and toothpicks. If you have any of these and are willing to donate, please 
have your child bring them in! Thank you in advance. 
 
Students took their Math MCAS. They practiced working on their open response skills, and 
navigating the testing platform. Students are rounding out their work on our Expressions and 
Equations units and will moving into the last two topics of 7th grade: Geometry and Statistics 
and Probability.  
 
In Language Arts, students have finished their research papers and are now working on a 
Civil Rights project, where they will create a museum exhibit about their civil rights activist. 
Students are also reading Warriors Don’t Cry.  
 
In Mr. Faller's science class we have just finished a unit on genetics where students learned 
how genes and the traits they continue are passed from parent to child.  Now we are doing a 
quick unit on the theory of evolution. Students are looking at evidence that scientists have 
collected to try to prove the theory.  
 
Ms. Ritter’s science class investigated a case study that involved the wolf effect in 
Yellowstone National Park.  Students developed their fundamental knowledge of climate, 
niches, community interactions, succession and biomes to solve the ecology mystery about 
the wolf effect. 
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8TH GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

We are very proud of the eighth graders on the Blue and Green teams as they completed the 
ELA MCAS.  Everyone worked extremely hard and persevered through two days of testing. 
Many students remained focused and determined for well over three hours.  All teachers 
were impressed with the dedication demonstrated by each student, and we are excited to 
see the results next Fall. 
 
In the 8th grade math classes, students are in process of tying together all of the loose ends 
for the year, piecing together each unit and how they fit together in the big picture. In the 
integrated math classrooms, students are linking together the concepts of slope and rates by 
analyzing word problems, tables, graphs, and linear equations. The Algebra 1 group is taking 
all of their gained knowledge and making sure they have mastered all the 8th grade 
standards in preparation for MCAS before exploring the wonderful world of quadratic 
equations and functions! 
 
The Science classes are delving back into their memories of the Museum of Science field trip 
by exploring exciting concepts in the Motion and Forces units.  Students tested their speed 
skills while timing how fast they can hop, skip and walk a course of 10 meters. In addition, 
they used this calculation to determine their times if they were to go 20 meters or how far 
they could travel if they were to hop for one hour.  Students also verified Sir Isaac Newton’s 
three laws of motion by testing each law through various activities. For example, they were 
able to witness inertia using common objects such as a balloon and a wall. Finally, the 
students spent time reviewing grade 6, 7 and 8th grade science concepts to prepare for the 
Science MCAS.  Based on the results of the activities, there is no doubt that they will all be 
successful. 
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CRIMSON TEAM 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 
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As Crimson Team wraps up yet another month of rigorous learning in their learning 
environments, we are pleased to say, that students came back from their April break eager and 
ready to learn. 
 
We are happy to announce that the MCAS Alternate Assessment Portfolios were mailed out for 
the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to see all the hard work our students 
put forth.  Students also successfully completed the ELA and Math portions of the MCAS. In 
addition to MCAS, we are currently using the Benchmark Assessment System in order to assess 
students current reading levels. 
 
In Language Arts, students are currently working on identifying elements of a short story in order 
to eventually create their own. Students are also working on improving their literacy and reading 
fluency by learning various strategies incorporating phonics and grammar.  
 
In Science, students are currently studying the water cycle including word wall vocabulary of 
evaporation, condensation, and transporation. The inclusion class is studying honey bee colony 
class. 
 
In Math, students are learning how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide negative and positive 
integers as well as solving for x when x is known and unknown. Other groups are working on 
money skills such as real world shopping skills that include pricing per unit and per pound.  
 
In Social Studies, students are learning physical features of the earth and basic mapping skills. 
Other students are continuing to learn about their prehistory and investigating who the early 
humans were. We are also working on safety symbols in our community, safe and unsafe 
situations, and identifying our feelings.  
 
We would greatly appreciate your support in reading with your children at least 20 minutes a day 
to improve their literacy skills. Here are some helpful links to assist you in supporting your 
learners at home: 
 
Readworks: readworks.org 
Google Classroom: www.googleclassroom.com 
All students know how to access Google Classroom. They have access to work for most subject 
areas. 
Quizlet: Quizlet is linked right from Google Classroom 
 
During the student/ faculty basketball game, Mrs. Coonan was the Crimson representative and 
we must say, she did a bang up job! During halftime, Demetri was able to hit a free throw shot 
and won a Dunkin’ Donuts gift card.   
 
Lastly, we would like to congratulate Miss Josie on becoming a US Citizen!!  
 
 

http://www.googleclassroom.com/
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GOLD 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

In ESL ELA 2 students are excited to begin a new unit. Together all grades will study the 
language of math and how we can use data to advocate and create change in Fuller. This 
impact of numbers and the real world application is exciting for us all. We will study this in 
class for the next three weeks and begin our project together in early June.  
 
In ESL Social Studies we are preparing to write an opinion based letter in response to the 
Caribbean nations and reparations that these islands asked former imperialist governments 
to pay. We have spent that last few months reading articles from NewsELA on the topic of 
slavery, trade, race and how the social problems created years ago still persist today. We are 
excited to create, vocalize and write our opinions. This will help us as an individual and as a 
collective group of informed global citizens.  
In Ms. Aguiar’s  Science class, the 6th graders are starting a new unit, “Waves”.  They started 
this unit by designing and creating their own musical instruments, using straws, toothpicks, 
balloons, plastic cups, paper plates and other material as such.  Later, they will be exploring 
sound waves. It will be an exciting and very “hands-on” unit! 
 
In the SLIFE classroom, we are starting a new unit on the presidency of Andrew Jackson and 
the impact of his policies on Native American Indians. We are also exploring the routes of the 
westward expansion.  Students are using the jigsaw strategy to learn information and report 
out to the class. It was interesting to see how they worked together to help each other 
summarize the information. They are learning how to use think-pair-share and how to be 
active participants in the classroom.  The Imagine Learning Program is working well and 
students seem to like it. They are always eager to look at their profiles to see how they are 
progressing. With this program, students are reading books and making moderate to 
adequate gains. During the past few weeks (before vacation) they  used mindfulness 
strategies in their social comp block while finishing their unit on emotions. In writing, they 
are past the sentence stage and have moved to the paragraph stage. With assistance, they 
are learning to use transitional words and developing editing skills. 



STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 
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Student Support Team Helps Students and Families Prepare for Summer Vacation  
(and welcomes back Ms. Harrington)   

  
Ms. Harrington has returned from maternity leave. She is the school counselor for 6th grade students 
with the last names A-H, all of 7th grade, Portuguese speaking students, and low incidence students.  
  
 TEEN TIME: 7 TIPS FOR MAKING THEIR SUMMER FUN by Judith Sachs, TODAY 

Many parents wrongly assume that teens would rather spend summertime doing just about anything 
else than hanging with their parents. Not true! Recent surveys have shown that teens today actually 
crave the family experience more than they ever did. They are probably eager to spend quality time 
together or re-establish a relationship if you have drifted apart. Here are some ideas on how to make 
your time together memorable.                                                                                                                                 
MOVIE NIGHT. Alternate choosing the film of the evening: You might be surprised that you actually like 
each other’s selections. Your teen might surprise you by actually liking that old horror flick or musical 
that’s one of your “classics.”                                                                                                                                                           
MAKE-A-PIZZA NIGHT. Shop together for ingredients, and make your dough from scratch. Step outside 
your comfort zone and experiment, even if your teen wants to try some strange combinations. 
GAME NIGHT. You may think that anything but Wii sports and video games would be boring to teens, 
but maybe not. Dust off those old board games and challenge your teen to a round of one of your 
favorites. Card games are also often a big hit. It will give you the chance to talk while playing. And a Wii 
system will keep you all fit.                                                                  
GARDENING. Maybe you want to select some rose bushes for the side of your house, or even start a 
vegetable garden. Involve your teen in every part of the process, including the decision-making. Not 
only are you teaching teamwork, but you’re also modeling how to delay gratification.                                                                                                                                   
SCRAPBOOKING. Basic scrapbooking supplies can be found inexpensively at most craft stores, and you 
don’t need much to get started. Pull down that box of family photos and start making selections. This 
can be a great opportunity to talk about family history, and for your teen to ask questions about her 
heritage.                                                                                                
HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS. Have a room that needs painting or wallpapering? How about an old 
dresser you found at a flea market that you’d like to refinish? Teens who are creative and enjoy working 
with their hands might really enjoy such a project.                                                                                                                   
STAYING IN SHAPE. Take a class together at the Y, join a softball team, or start walking every night after 
dinner. Not only do you get to spend time together, you’ll both reap the health benefits. This could be 
the beginning of a positive new habit that you can enjoy together long after summer is over. 

 
SUMMER PROGRAMS 

~21st Century is offering programs at Framingham High School. More information and registration 
forms should be coming out soon. 
~Performing Arts Center of Metrowest: pacmetrowest.org 
~Star Fun Theater Camp: starfuntheatercamp.com or 508-439-0434 
~Framingham Clubhouse Summer Program through the Boys and Girls Club: www.bgcmetrowest.org 
~Framingham Parks and Recreation: www.Framingham Rec.com 
~Summer Scene - Framingham Youth Theater Company, July 2nd - 27th 2018 Grades K-8th, Monday - 
Friday 8AM - 3PM or 5:30PM  Register Here: https://goo.gl/forms/QP9Sm4KKUq2a3qBG3   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dNbzYqcpcl9Oq5-n5yD-LpZFYXLK-zMB/view
http://pacmetrowest.org/
http://starfuntheatercamp.com/
http://www.bgcmetrowest.org/
https://goo.gl/forms/QP9Sm4KKUq2a3qBG3
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UNIFIED ARTS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

The Spanish and French teachers took the 8th grade 
World Language students to the Museum of Fine 
Arts in April. The trip allowed students to explore 
the museum, look at art from all around the world, 
and get familiar with paintings and sculptures that 
are covered in our foreign language studies. It was a 
lot of fun for everyone! 

 
 

This year Fuller Middle School produced a cutting of The Phantom Tollbooth by Susan Nanus and Norton 
Juster. The play is based on  
Juster's children's book of  
the same name. In the story, 
a land ruled by words and a  
land ruled by numbers are in 
Disarray without "Rhythm  
and Reason." The story  
focuses on the importance 
of common sense in life and  
the difference between  
knowledge and wisdom.  
 
This was my first entry into  
the METG Middle School  
Festival and this show  
challenged the cast and crew with a high number of transitions, large group ensemble work, and punny 
dialogue. I am proud of the Fuller cast and crew for overcoming each and every challenge that came their 
way throughout the rehearsal process to create a successful community and an enjoyable production. 
Our days at Framingham's Day of One Acts hosted by Walsh Middle School and the METG Festival hosted 
at Lynnfield Middle School were both a wonderful opportunity for our students to interact and befriend 
other middle school theater students in and outside of Framingham. It is certainly something they want 
to do again and again! 
 
Fuller was proudly awarded a Silver Medal at the METG Festival in Lynnfield. The following student's were 
also recognized for their outstanding work in the production: 
 
All Star Company Awards  
Abigail Fishman: Outstanding Actress 
Joseph McClennan: Outstanding Actor  
Adriana Arrandale : Lighting & Execution 
 



LIBRARY MEDIA 



 

31 FLAGG DRIVE 
FRAMINGHAM, MA  01462 

508-620-4956 

@Fuller_Falcons 11 


